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versation between Keogh, Braughall, and himself, in which
Keogh said, 'that an invasion some time since would have
settled the government of the country without bloodshed, for
men of influence would have stood forward between the adherents
of Government and the enemy; but now, who could venture to
say, he could control the resentment of a people, whose injuries
accumulate every day ?' < He thought,' continues McNally, c an
invasion would be attended with great bloodshed. I think so,
too. I have no doubt, but every man who has taken an active
part against the Northern insurgents, and the Catholic claims,
stands proscribed.'1

In the middle of August, Tone learnt, what he had long
feared, that the expedition to Ireland, at least on its original
scale, was, for the present, abandoned. The Dutch admiral
represented that, owing to the long enforced delay, the provisions
of the fleet were falling short; that the favourable season had
almost passed; that the English fleet was now stronger than
the Dutch one, and that, under these circumstances, an expedition
encumbered with the great number of slowly sailing transports,
that was required for an army of 14,000 men, would be exceed-
ingly rash, if not absolutely impracticable. Various alternative
plans wertf proposed. One was to place two or three thousand
soldiers on board the frigates, and with them to endeavour to
reach the Irish coast. Another was, that the fleet, alone, should,
on a favourable opportunity, sail out, and encounter that of
Duncan, and that if it won the day, and the English fleet was
seriously weakened, the enterprise should be resumed, but the
troops, in the first place, at any rate, landed on the nearer coast
of Scotland. A third was to land the troops where they might
be collected in forty-eight hours; to give out that the expedition
was abandoned, and then, when the vigilance of the English
was relaxed, and the equinoctial gales obliged them to seek a
port, to seize a favourable opportunity to reach the coast of
Scotland. It was proposed that a French expedition should be
directed to the same point, and it was hoped that a powerful
army might be assembled in Scotland, part of which might
menace England with invasion, while the remainder was
despatched to -Ulster. In the beginning of September, Tone
1 J. W., Sept. 19, 1797.